MAKING A COMPOST HEAP

Compost material is ideal for spading under when the garden is
spaded in the fall or early spring. If it breaks down enough, it may be
used for mulching material. It usually is not suited for growing seed-
lings unless it has lain for several years. If you plan to use some mixed
fertilizer, the compost pik is a good place to add it, so that it will be
mixed with the general mass when the compost material is spaded
down. This will give the mixed fertilizer better distribution in the soil
and make it more readily assimilable by the plants.

Other types of composts have been used, but it is a question whether,
\vith the present methods of feeding plants, it is worth -while to go to
the trouble of making a special compost for the. small garden, other
than to utilize waste material as described. A real compost pile is made
by digging up sod and placing 8 inches of this in a layer and covering
with 4 to 6 inches of manure, then puttiiig on another 6-inch layer of
sod and more manure, until a height of at least 5 feet is reached. If
the connective soil is a heavy clay 2 inches of sand should be upon the
manure for each 6-inch layer of soil. The manure should be sprinkled
^vith superphosphate at the rate of a pound to a square yard of manure
as it is spread on the compost pile. The size of the compost pile is de-
termined by the amount of compost wanted. If a cubic yard is wanted,
a pile with a yard-square base should, because of shrinkage, be built to
about 4}/2 feet high. The top of the pile should be covered with 4 inches
of sod-free soil. The pile should be moist to start with and should not
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be covered. The top should be flat to collect moisture from rain but
should not sag so much in the center that excessive water cannot run
off. After six months, the pile should be turned to mix the manure and
soil, and at this time 5 pounds of pulverized magnesium limestone
should be added to each cubic yard, and thoroughly mixed with the
compost. If the soil is very heavy and quite acid, 10 pounds of lime-
stone should be added. A second turning of the pile is made at the time
the compost is to be used.

If a grower needs only a small amount of compost soil, it may be
made to suit his needs in ,an unused place in the garden. The square
yard or so is covered with 2 pounds of limestone and a heavy application
of manure or an organic fertilizer-mixture is applied. If the soil seems
to be low in organic matter, that is, if it feels gritty when rubbed be-
tween the thumb and forefinger, some organic material such as straw,